SUNDAY READERS AND EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS
OUR LADY HELP OF CHRISTIANS CHURCH
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
3 March 2019
READERS
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M Peebles

Closed
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A Jachimczak

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year C

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish
Rosemeadow
Father Christopher G. Sarkis, Parish Priest

Presbytery
80 Demetrius Road
Rosemeadow NSW 2560

Office Hours
Tuesday – Thursday
9.00am – 4.00pm (Closed 12.45 - 1.15pm)
Friday 9.00am - 2.30pm

READINGS
23/24 FEBRUARY
1 Samuel 26:2,7-9,12-13, 22-23
1 Corinthians 15:45-49
Luke 6:27-38

2/3 MARCH
Ecclesiasticus 27:4-7
1 Corinthians 1:54-58
Luke 6:39-45

Parish Secretary (Tuesday – Thursday) Mrs Meshline Wolczak
Administrative Assistant (Friday) Mrs Vicki Lo Cascio
Phone: 4628 1385

Fax: 4625 7213

J Tonna
K Siciliano

Postal Address
PO Box 3010
Rosemeadow NSW 2560

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
OLHC ROSEMEADOW
Sat. Vigil:
6.00pm
Sunday:
8.30am
Sunday:
10.00am
VIETNAMESE MASS OLHC
Saturday:
4.00pm

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES
OLHC ROSEMEADOW
Tuesday:
6.30pm
Wednesday:
9.00am
Thursday:
9.00am
Friday:
8.20am
st
1 Saturday of the Month:
10.30am

ST. BEDE’S APPIN
1st Sunday of each month 5pm
DEVOTIONS

Email: rosemeadow@dow.org.au
Website: www.olhcrosemeadow.org.au

OLHC School
Principal: Mrs Michelle Rolfe
Phone: 4626 5655 Fax: 4626 7227

PARISH VISION STATEMENT
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish will strive to be a Christ-centred community, led by the Holy
Spirit to bear witness to the Gospel message, nourished and strengthened by the Eucharist and the
Sacraments. Following the model of Mary our Mother, our parish will be a place of welcome and
mutual encouragement to all who seek to love God and their neighbour, and to manifest this love in
their daily lives. In this way we will build up the Kingdom of God in our local community.
PRAYER TO ST. MICHAEL, THE ARCHANGEL
(Promulgated by Pope Leo XIII)
St. Michael the Archangel defend us in battle; be our safeguard against the wickedness and snares of the devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray, and do Thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the power of God, cast
into Hell, Satan and all the other evil spirits who prowl through the world, seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

Wednesday:
Thursday:

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 8am – 8.55am before Mass.
Rosary following Mass (Rosemeadow).

1st Friday:
1st Saturday:

Exposition & Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 11am – 12 noon;
Mass 10.30am
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 11am - 3pm.

ENTRANCE O Lord, I trust in your merciful love. My heart will rejoice in your salvation. I will sing to the
Lord who has been bountiful with me.

CONFESSIONS OLHC CHURCH
Saturday: 5.15pm – 5.45pm
Every 1st Saturday 11am – 12 noon

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia, alleluia! I give you a new commandment: love one another as I have
loved you. Alleluia!

MARRIAGES AND BAPTISMS by appointment
ST VINCENT DE PAUL CONFERENCE Tuesdays 12.30pm at the Food Hub
(Ambarvale Squash Courts), 65 Woodhouse Drive Ambarvale.

RESPONSE The lord is kind and merciful.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON I will recount all your wonders, I will rejoice in you and be glad, and sing
psalms to your name, O Most High.

WEEKDAY MASS Next week, Tuesday 26 February to Friday 1 March, Mass will be in the Parish Meeting Room but at the normal
weekday Mass times.

PLEASE PRAY FOR
Anniversary: Colin Ryan;
Deceased: Joan Antill; Giuliana Giordani; Oreste & Gaetana Meli; deceased members of the Gregory
Family; Holy Souls;

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED PRIESTHOOD? "I am the Bread of Life. He who comes to me will never be hungry; he who believes in me
will never thirst." 'Lord, send us priests after your own heart to give us the Food of everlasting life - Your very Self in the Eucharist.' Consider
a call to the priesthood of Jesus Christ. Please contact Fr Duane Fernandez, Vocations Director, on 0414 626 357, priesthood@dow.org.au
EASTER LITURGY MEETING to confirm arrangements for the Holy Week and Easter Liturgies will be held on THIS COMING
THURSDAY 28 FEBRUARY AT 8PM in the Parish Office. It is essential that a representative of each choir is present. Thank you.
OLD PALMS Please return old palms so they can be burnt for use on Ash Wednesday. Place in box in foyer. Thank you.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW PARISH CHURCH
This is indeed an historic moment this weekend: the celebration of the first Holy Masses in our new spiritual home. May this holy and
sacred place truly become the spiritual heart of our community of faith for generations to come. Here, in God’s Presence, may we
receive both joy and gladness in times of happiness, and comfort and strength in times of sorrow and tribulation in our lives. Here,
where we celebrate the most important moments and milestones of our lives, may all who enter here find both welcome and peace;
rest and tranquility in the Presence of God and each other.
A PRACTICAL NOTE As you can see, there are still a lot of final things to be done. They will all be completed in the next couple
of weeks, in time for the Solemn Dedication on 8 March. Like any new building, it will take a while for all the little things to be sorted
out. So, if you notice any small practical things that need attention, which have been missed, please let me know or leave a message
at the parish office.
SOLEMN DEDICATION of the church will take place on Friday 8 March at 7.30pm. It will be presided over by Bishop Brian
Mascord and concelebrated by past Bishops of Wollongong and the Clergy of the Diocese and visiting clergy. Doors will open at
6.30pm. A hot supper will be served following Mass in the High School Hall.
PRACTISE DATE REMINDER A reminder to all who are involved in the Dedication Mass including altar servers who have
responded to my email, that you MUST BE PRESENT AT THE PRACTICE TODAY SUNDAY 24 FEBRUARY FROM 1.30 –
3.30PM. This will be a full “dress rehearsal” of the ceremony.
STATUES AND PICTURES As you can see, the statues and icons have been specially commissioned, and many have been enhanced
with gilding (gold). For this reason, I ask that they NOT BE TOUCHED as this will damage the gilding and paintwork. Thank you.
DEVOTIONAL CANDLES After considerable research, the St. Killian’s Devotional Candle Stands have been installed in the side
chapels. The main reason is that they are designed to use ‘real’ candles while at the same time reducing the release of damaging smoke
to a minimum. The candles are in glass containers (refillable) which burn into water below. As you know, the previous devotional
candles have been 20 cents for over 25 years! The new candles will be an offering of 50 cents please.
PARISH HALL Work will shortly begin on the renovation and upgrading of the old church into a Parish Hall that will be used
jointly by the parish and the primary school. Work is estimated to take between three to four months.

CONTRIBUTIONS UPDATE Thank you for the contributions that continue to be made. Stained Glass Windows: 34 have now been
donated to the value of $534,400. There are 3 windows in the Sacred Heart Chapel, 2 in the Marian Chapel and 7 in the Cupola
available. Contributions towards sacred vessels, vestments, brassware, statues, icons, bells, furnishings and general requirements now
total $349,269. This is a grand total of $883,669, which is just $116,331 short of our goal of one million dollars. Remember all costs
for the church’s interior and sacred furnishings are from donations, not the Parish Collections. So, if you have been thinking about
contributing to the church but have not done so yet, please prayerfully think about doing so now. Remember Our Lord’s words, “the
amount we give, is the amount we will be given back…and much more besides.” Thank you.
SACRAMENT OF FIRST RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) 2019 This Sacrament will be celebrated on Thursday
11 April from 4.15pm. It is available to all children who are in Year 3 or above and have been baptised. If you wish your child
to make this Sacrament with the option of receiving their First Holy Communion later in the year and did not come to the
enrolment night last year you MUST attend the first lesson for this program on Saturday 9 March, 2019 commencing at
4.15pm. Children will participate in lessons within the Parish School classrooms, and parents will meet with Father in the
Parish Meeting Room. This is the last opportunity for you to enrol for 2019. The program fee of $25 is also payable at the first
lesson. NOTE: If you will be enrolling at the first lesson, then please arrive at 3.45pm to the Parish Meeting Room before the lesson to
complete the paperwork. You will need a copy of your child’s birth and baptism certificate to attach to the enrolment form. Thank you
KINDERGARTEN 2020 APPLICATIONS for our Parish Primary School are now open. Application forms can be downloaded from the
Catholic Education Office, Wollongong website or collected from the primary school office. If downloading from the website, please
remember to include a family photograph. Applications should be returned by Friday 12 April with interviews being conducted early in
Term 2. Should you have any questions, please telephone the office on 4626 5655
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 26 – 28 April 2019 at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville. Relationship enrichment for married
couples. Bookings online at www.wwme.org.au or Adrian and Janet Sullivan: on 0490 774 419 or adrian.janet1@bigpond.com
MEN OF THE DIOCESE OF WOLLONGONG: RISE UP! Do you have a plan in place that will take your life to the next level? Men
around the world are stepping-up to the RISE 30-Day Challenge, a powerful video series that has changed the lives of thousands of men
around the world. It’s delivered right to your email and only takes about 5 minutes each morning. Would you like to join a group of men in
the Diocese who from March 15 will band together to make this journey through Lent, focusing on issues that face men in their lives and
spiritual journey? Contact Jude Hennessy at jude.hennessy@dow.org.au if you are interested and visit www.cardinalstudios.org/rise to have
a look at the resources and the program. Will you join us? The investment of $1/day in yourself and your family will be priceless.
ERIC GENUIS CONCERTS An opportunity for the whole family to experience a pianist of exceptional talent. Eric brings with him a
world class violinist, cellist and soprano. The ‘Opera House’ is coming to us! All original compositions with powerful testimonies outlining
the inspiration behind each piece destined to make a deep impression upon all who hear them. A message of hope for all the family. Tickets:
$30 adult; $25 pensioner/concession; $70 family (parents with dependent children under 18). For Online tickets as well as a complete list of
concerts around the diocese see www.ericgenuistour.com
FAITH CIRCLES A free weekly small group resource for parishes. Want to help transform your parish into a place where people are
known, loved, challenged and supported? Small groups or “communities of communities” hold the key. The weekly Faith Circles resource
and small-group leaders guide is available for free to download. It features all the “how-to” information you need as well as reflection
questions for the Sunday Gospel and accompanying prayer points. It is available to download at www.faithcircles.dow.org.au or have it sent
to you each month via email subscription.
WOMEN IN LEADERSHIP RETREAT 4-7 July 2019 at Benedictine Abbey, 695 Mountain Road, Jamberoo. Arrive afternoon of
Thursday 4 July leaving after lunch on the Sunday. $300.00 for the talks plus accommodation fees. Bookings: 0242 360 533, or
cottageretreats@jamberooabbey.org.au
LENTEN PROGRAM 2019 the Diocesan Trust Lenten Program for this year is based on the Sunday Scripture readings during Lent (Year
C). The booklets are $5 each and are available from the Parish Office during office hours.
LENTEN REFLECTION GROUP there will be a group to reflect on the Lenten Gospels based on the Diocesan Trust program with daily
reflections. It will meet every Wednesday during Lent commencing 6 March at 1:15pm in the parish meeting room. Trust reflection books
available from the Parish Office.
GETTING TO KNOW YOU GROUP will be meeting Thursday 28 February at 1pm in the parish meeting room. Would
be lovely to see some new faces, all are welcome so come along and join in.

In today’s first reading, the Israelites are urged to love their neighbours
as themselves. In the Gospel, Jesus spells out how we are to do that: to
give generously to those who ask of us and not to turn our backs on those
who seek to borrow.

True charity consists in doing good to those who do us evil,
and in thus winning them over.
St. Alphonsus Liguori

